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Bur Oak Land Trust: Protecting the last wild places in and around Johnson County … one acre at a time. 
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THANK YOU TO OUR EVENT SPONSORS! 
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How rich will we be when we 

have converted all our forest, 

all our soil, all our water      

resources and minerals to 

cash?                

—Ding Darling 
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Turkey Creek Nature Preserve update 
In collaboration with funding from the US Fish and Wildlife, Alliant Energy, Rockwell Collins, and the Community Foundation of Johnson 

County, hundreds of volunteer and staff work hours were conducted at Turkey Creek Preserve in 2018. After the discovery of the       

endangered rusty patched bumble bee on the property, a habitat restoration and improvement project was planned and implemented, 

with the first phase focusing on invasive brush removal and prescribed fire at the north end of the property. In 2019, the project will    

continue with native shrub planting over four acres, interseeding the eleven-acre prairie, and additional invasive species control. A 

stream crossing was also installed in the fall of 2018, providing easier access to the east side of the creek for the first time. A reseeding 

of the crossing site and the establishment of new trails will continue that project in 2019.   

Winter prairie burn at Turkey Creek Nature Preserve 

The power of volunteers! 
As we look back on our accomplishments for our 40th year as a 

land trust, we want to thank all of our volunteers, both past and 

present. In 2018, 4221 volunteer hours were reported, though we 

know many more were spent by volunteers. The time our         

volunteers spend, both in the office and in the field, is integral to 

the success of our organization. Some highlights of the volunteer 

work done on the properties this year include:  

 January 2019 

 2018 YEAR IN REVIEW 

 Brush Removal 

 Tree and Shrub Planting 

 Invasive Species Removal 

 Timber Stand Fuel  

  Reduction 

 Prairie Seeding 

 Prescribed Fire 

 Fuel Break Construction 

 Animal Survey 

 Trash Pickup 

 Trail Maintenance 

 Fence Removal 

Muddy Creek Preserve update 
Situated just north of Coralville, Muddy Creek Preserve saw a lot of action in the 

summer of 2018. Justin, Bree, and Lily, Bur Oak Land Trust summer staff and    

intern, spent much of their time on the property clearing invasive honeysuckle,   

multiflora rose, and oriental bittersweet. The management team also was aided by 

Bur Oak Land Trust's first use of prescribed grazing, a herd of goats provided by 

Iowa Weed Eaters. The goats garnered a lot of attention from the neighborhood 

children (who named them all and would visit daily) as well as state-wide publicity 

through an Iowa Public Radio interview. Additional habitat restoration work will   

continue in 2019, with funding provided through a DNR Wildlife Diversity Habitat 

Management grant.  
Prescribed grazing at Muddy Creek Preserve 



Video projects celebrate conservation success 
and inspire new efforts 

As Bur Oak Land Trust’s 40th year came to an end, 

marketing interns Blake Wilson and McKenzie Fuller 

were hard at work gathering footage for several video 

projects – highlighting our properties, our restoration 

work being done at Turkey Creek Nature Preserve, 

and the founders of Bur Oak Land Trust when it was 

originally named Johnson County Heritage Trust. 

While compiling video footage and gathering photos of 

the individual properties, they learned a great deal 

about the conservation efforts on each Bur Oak Land 

Trust property, including the habitat restoration work 

being done at Turkey Creek. They also learned about 

the number of properties where the endangered rusty 

patched bumblebee now occurs and the world of land 

conservation outside of the office. What they found is 

that it is incredible to witness local community mem-

bers coming together to work toward the common goal of protecting some of the natural areas left in Iowa. These videos were made 

to inspire Bur Oak Land Trust members and the community to get outside and keep exploring the diverse natural habitats that Bur 

Oak Land Trust has worked so hard to protect over the last 40 years. To view these, please visit www.buroaklandtrust.org 

If you want to  

touch the past,  

touch a rock.   

If you want to  

touch the pre-

sent, touch a 

flower.   

If you want to  

touch the future,  

touch a life.” 

Volunteering: for you, the community, the future 
Many in the community have found that volunteering with Bur Oak Land Trust meets their need to give back—not just for those 

around today but also for those who will come after us in the future. And luckily, there are many ways to give back. Volunteering at 

workdays on the properties directly impacts the natural environment by combating the spread of invasive plant species, restoring  

native habitat, making these areas a haven for endangered species, and protecting these vital natural areas for current and future 

generations. Volunteering at booth/display events allows Bur Oak Land Trust’s mission to reach more in and around our community, 

and inspires others to also get involved. Volunteering in the office is a great way to meet other engaged volunteers and find out what 

is needed behind the scenes to keep our land trust running. And volunteering by serving on the board or on various committees is a 

way to directly impact the vision of the organization. We would love to have you on board! 

Rusty patched bumblebee at Turkey Creek Nature Preserve 

It is my pleasure to 

work with you and 

watch Bur Oak 

Land Trust grow 

and thrive. We    

expect many great 

things in 2019,     

including expanding 

conservation efforts 

and acquiring         

additional acres 

and office space. 

We can't do what 

we do without 

YOUR support. 

Thank you for  

sharing your time, 

talents and treasure 

with Bur Oak Land 

Trust as we       

continue to protect 

and conserve     

natural areas to  

engage and enrich 

current and future 

generations! 

Spring Family Day at Turkey Creek Nature Preserve 

Community Outreach Brings  
Financial Rewards/Connections 
  43 acre conservation easement with Shannon Ramsay in Jones County. 
 
 100 acre property donated by Tom Gross and Linda Lee in Washington County 

  10-person Bur Oak Land Trust crew volunteering at the 2018 Iowa City Down    
  town District Block Party raised $450 

  Interpretive signs and Explorer Passport - with the help of Hills Bank and Trust 
 and the Community Foundation of Johnson County 

  12 restaurant share the profits for a total of $3156.15 

  University of Iowa Environmental Coalition benefit raised $273 and Alternative 
 Gift Market raised $180 

  12 organizational talks reaching approximately 720 people, 7 radio/magazine   
  interviews, more than 19 booths and displays—including the Johnson         
 County Fair. 

  5-year Strategic Plan and 5-year Land Trust Alliance reaccreditation application 

Tammy Wright, Executive Director 

What’s in store for 2019 

   AmeriCorps grant—allowing us to secure AmeriCorps members 

   Additional habitat restoration projects at Turkey Creek and Muddy Creek for 
 threatened and endangered species 

   Belgum Grove stream bank renovation 

   Increased office space 

   Increased equipment for stewardship 


