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Bur Oak Land Trust: Protecting the last wild places in and around Johnson County … one acre at a time. 

Seth Somerville 

THANK YOU TO OUR EVENT SPONSORS! 

Susan Spears 

Learning about stream erosion with interactive stream table. 

The welfare of people        

depends on the health of the 

land and its resources. 

—R. Neil Sampson 

Staff: 

Maureen Marron 
Contract grant 
writer 

Follow us on 
Facebook! 

 

What’s your conservation 
story? 
It’s been a couple years now that we’ve been blogging about  

conservation, with stories about snakes, herbicide application  

techniques, identifying insects and butterflies, planting prairie and  

native shrubs/trees, the importance of diversity, paying attention to 

weather systems, the beauty of nature and getting outside, and  

resilience – just to name a few topics. Our group of bloggers has grown 

too – we’ve had 13 people as well as a couple of organizations blog for 

us. What we like to tell our bloggers is that we not only want a  

conservation message, but we also want an action message. What can 

the reader do to take part in these important conservation efforts?  

Another takeaway from these blogs? Everyone has a conservation 

message to share and we’d love to hear your story. 
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Before and after at Pappy Dickens Preserve 

Celebrating 40 years of 
conservation! 
In 1978, a group of dedicated and passionate land trust    

supporters founded Johnson County Heritage Trust, now Bur 

Oak Land Trust. Forty years later, the Trust has a lot to    

celebrate. This year, we celebrate our achievements, and 

with your support we look forward to continuing to grow land 

conservation across our country. We hope you take a       

moment to make your mark on our next 40 years by making a 

gift today. Together, we are saving the lands that people 

need and love — thank you! 
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 2017 YEAR IN REVIEW 



Building on higher view  

There are few things more thrilling than catching a glimpse of an osprey perched high above 

the ground, looking over the land it inhabits. Eastern Iowa is not typically known for lofty trees, 

but creating platforms for these birds is a unique substitute. Bur Oak Land Trust is grateful to 

be chosen by a young man who wanted to make a difference in the community, and encoun-

tered our organization while looking over the flyers and magazines in his doctor’s office. He 

needed a service project for his Eagle Scout award, and when he read our brochure, he knew 

we were the organization he wanted to work with. After the decision to build an osprey plat-

form at Belgum Grove and thrilled with our brochure community outreach, we wanted to docu-

ment this story to highlight the impact of our continually growing organization. One of our fall 

marketing interns, Jennifer, reached out to produce video story about the project, and both 

were excited to meet up and learn about how this platform came to life. This video highlights 

our outreach success, and we hope this encourages others to get out to our properties and 

enjoy all that each has to offer (see our osprey video on www.buroaklandtrust.org). Anyone 

can have an impact on our properties and organization, and we’re thrilled for what is coming in 

2018. We encourage all to get outside, get involved, and enjoy what nature has gifted us with.  

Recognizing 

the  

volunteers 

that make  

all the  

difference 
Over the years, we have had the pleasure of working with many dedicated conservationists, and we thought this would be a great  

time to publicly thank them for their many hours of hard work. Late this fall, we created a Volunteer Spotlight section on our website, 

thanking a volunteer each month for their service, and how they have contributed to our goals of conserving local environments. If you 

are interested in learning more about their stories, please visit our website and read about them. Volunteers are the life-blood of Bur 

Oak Land Trust. If you are interested in spending time out in nature, making a positive impact on the environment, contact us.        

Together, we can help conserve and protect our native environments. 

“Those who can, do. Those who can do more, volunteer.” ~Author Unknown 

Looking for ways to help? 
Here are 3 simple ways you can help Bur Oak Land Trust without opening your checkbook. 1. Follow us on social media. Show your 

friends you care by supporting Bur Oak Land Trust social media. We're on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. 2. Designate us as your 

favorite nonprofit on AmazonSmile. Log on to AmazonSmile, search "Bur Oak Land Trust" and designate Bur Oak Land Trust to   

receive part of the proceeds when you shop! Amazon will automatically make a donation when you check out at no cost to you.         

3. Share Bur Oak Land Trust's email updates with someone new. Forward our emails to one friend and ask them to sign up to be on 

our email update list. 

Don’t forget—you can also donate your old ink/toner cartridges, attend events, volunteer in the office or on a property, nominate peo-

ple to become members, give a Facebook or Google review, or start a Facebook fundraiser. 

 

As we celebrate 

forty years of 

growth and  

accomplishments  

conserving and 

protecting . . . I’d 

like to express 

our deepest  

gratitude to our 

friends and  

supporters! You 

can and do make 

such a difference 

right here in your 

community for  

all generations 

and I’m proud to 

be a part of this 

effort.  

What better  

legacy can we 

leave?  

Muddy Creek Preserve 

Community Outreach Brings  
Financial Rewards/Connections 
  Muddy Creek Preserve acquisition donated by Barbara Beaumont and  Kurt 
 Hamann 
 Kessler Prairie acquisition donated by Jim and Kathy Kessler 

 Lucky’s Market Bags for Change $1430 

  10-person Bur Oak Land Trust crew volunteering at the 2017 Iowa City Down    
  town District Block Party  $450 

  Fundraisers by ProtecTee $500 and Alpha Phi Kappa  $515 

  11 restaurants for 17 share the profits $3765.34 

  30 health care, real estate, funeral, and retirement/senior living businesses       
 now display Bur Oak Land Trust brochures 

  22 organizational talks reaching approximately 550 people, 10 radio/magazine   
  interviews, more than 16 booths and displays—including the Johnson         
 County Fair. 

Tammy Wright, Executive Director 

What’s in store for 2018 

   Addition of Cider Moon fundraiser online silent auction 

   Installation of interpretive signs and implementation of nature passport  

   Achieve re-accreditation 

   Creation of strategic plan 

   Opening newly acquired Muddy Creek Preserve and Kessler Prairie 

  Stashing new geocaches 


