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FOCUS ON STEWARDSHIP

!e mission of Johnson County Heritage Trust is to 
preserve our natural heritage through the protection 
and management of land and water with significant 
environmental value. We frequently refer to our protection 
and management activities using the word stewardship. 
Here’s a bit more about what JCHT means when we speak 
of our stewardship responsibilities and activities.

!e Random House dictionary of the English language 
defines stewardship as taking charge of, administering 
or managing another’s property or financial a"airs. 
Using this definition, JCHT does not so much own our 
properties (though in most cases that is legally true) as we 
are entrusted to care for these properties for others. Who 
are these others?

In my view, the others for whom we are stewards are 
you, our members, and future generations, our children 
and their children. For over 30 years we have focused 
on preserving the natural heritage of Iowa. Our natural 
heritage has been much disturbed to be sure. JCHT’s 
objective is to locate, preserve and enhance the remaining 
remnants of this natural heritage.

How do we do this, you might ask?
Here is an overview of our Stewardship activities.

utilizes a comprehensive inventory of all the properties 
in the county that are currently protected as well as those 

proactively seek relationships), this committee leads the 
initiative to protect additional remnants of our natural 
heritage.

property manager for each property, develops a property 
management plan, monitors all the stewardship activities 
and records the work in both pictures and journals.
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT



volunteers and hired pro-
fessionals are on each of 
our properties regularly 
carrying out property 
stewardship activities in-
cluding prescribed burns, 
timber stand improve-
ment, invasives removal 
and much more.

-
opment committee leads 
the e"ort to generate the 
financial resources we need 
to be excellent stewards of 
our land and water. Your 
membership contribu-
tions are very important 
to us, as is your donation 
of time and your partici-
pation in JCHT activities. 
Note: our web site, www.
JCHT.org, is a great re-
source to learn more.

I am amazed and 
deeply grateful for the 
support JCHT receives 
from our members and 
sponsors. !ank you for 

always, feel free to contact 
me or Tammy Richardson, 

with your comments or 
suggestions.

 
Sincerely, 

(letter from president continued) 

*Enhance our capability and capacity in 
 land stewardship.
       -spend more time in property management 
 activities.
       -hire a land stewardship professional.
       -generate resources through a successful property 
 stewardship campaign.
*Develop and implement a Conservation Easement      
 policy consistent with Land Trust Alliance  
 practices and Standards. 
*Continue to prepare for Land Trust Alliance 
      Accreditation.
*Continue to engage members of our community  
 in conservation and reach a membership goal  
 of 750 members.
*Build and enhance our volunteer program.

re-construction and water feature.
2)Invasive species removal and timber stand improve-

properties.

4)Completion of JCHT’s first comprehensive ease-
ment monitoring.

6)Exceeded 500 member milestone.
7)Secured an o#ce, making JCHT more accessible to 
volunteers, members and the general public.

10)Changed format of JCHT newsletter published 
bi-annually to a Conservation Journal published 
quarterly. 

OUR GOALS FOR 2010!

OUR MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF 2009!



WHAT CAN WE DO ABOUT 
THE IOWA RIVER?

By Bob Sayre 

Newhauser drew up the first long-range plan for the Johnson 
County Heritage Trust, the protection of the Iowa River and 
its corridor was made one of our goals. !e floods of 1993 
and 2008 and the continuing problems with pollution now 

achievement, because it will hold back water that flows into 

and it is downstream from Iowa City. Upstream, our ongoing 
-

Iowa River watershed. 

about it. Runo" from the fields, where manure is spread ends 

Iowa River Watershed.
What can we do?
Senator Rob Hogg of Cedar Rapids will be introducing 

watershed into a common watershed management structure. 

more control over the activities that a"ect its land and water. 
In the meantime, we all need to pay more attention to the 

-



a special issue of !e Iowa Review on rivers, I discovered the 
wonderful collections of historic photographs of the River 
that are in the State Historical Society and the University 

Review. !ere are hundreds 
more, starting with the 1880s, from Iowa Falls nearly to the 

http://
digital.lib.uiowa.edu

!ese pictures are a visual history of the River, and are better, 
in a way, than a written one. !ey show the early mill dams, 
some of which later became power dams; the evolution of 
bridges from the lovely bowstring bridges of the 19th Century 
to concrete bridges of today; the cutting of ice in the winter; 
the blowing up of ice jams in the spring; the islands that used 
to be in the River; the woods on its banks; the many floods 
(some bigger than 1993 and 2008); the changes in the course 
of the River, including major ones made in Iowa City by the 

all the diverse recreation on and along the River that is now 
almost gone: picnics, excursion boats, scores of canoes and 
canoe races, fishing, hunting, swimming and swimming races, 
skating, even sailing. !ere are even pictures of the pontoon 
bridges across the River made by ROTC cadets as part of their 
training. Until the 1930s, both football and baseball were 

parking lot).
Such pictures prove that the Iowa River was once a much 

larger part of life here in Iowa City and eastern Iowa than it is 

and such have changed all that, making us much less aware of 
the River, less concerned about it, less respectful of it.

arranged for three bus trips to important sites on the River so 
that people could learn more about it and its problems.

We need more such study. We need to learn again how to 
benignly use and respect and enjoy the Iowa River.



—!e Johnson County Heritage Trust is in the midst 

Campaign. JCHT members should be receiving a 

reminding members that the membership year coin-
cides with the calendar year, so membership dues are 
now due. !ank you very much to those who have 
been so prompt in responding!  Our o#ce volun-
teers have been very busy as a result of that mailing! 

-

-
plies and generous support! If any of you know of 
a business that may be interested in being a JCHT 
sponsor, please make sure to let me know.
 

-
servation Easements and the future of JCHT in re-

to be our speaker that evening, however, he couldn’t 
make it due to the weather, so that meeting has been 

 

February 9 was canceled due to the weather it is re-
-

-

NOTES FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S DESK… Upcoming events: 

 
 

10/9/10—“Under a Cider  
…A Celebration  

 
and right NOW nominations 
are being taken for our annu-
al conservation award, please 
forward your ideas to us.

An Enchanted  
Prairie Preview to  
be held March 9
IOWA CITY– Prepare to be 
enchanted at the Johnson County 
Heritage Trust’s 27th annual 
Prairie Preview, to be held Tues-
day, March 9, 2010, at Parkview 
Evangelical Free Church, 15 
Foster Rd., Iowa City, beginning 
at 6:30 p.m.

Writer and photographer Bill 
Witt will present “Enchantment 
by Prairie,” weaving together 
visions of our natural prairies, 
both past and present, through 
his beautiful photographs and 
thoughtful prose. 

The Prairie Preview also in-
cludes information and displays 
from local environmental orga-
nizations and agencies. Doors 
open to the public at 6:30 p.m. 
for registration and to view the 
exhibits, with Witt’s presentation 
at 7:30.



THE STORY OF BELGUM GROVE AND THE 
GREAT CHRISTMAS TREE HUNT
by Dan Black
 

the newly-built 3.5 acre pond. It all started with a press release and posted flyers asking for 

trees to the cause, not nearly enough.

could only dream of—there before there very eyes rested hundreds and hundreds of trees in a 
huge pile awaiting the dreaded mulch grinding machine.

Well, as fate would have it, the trees were tangled, interwoven, frozen and ice/snow covered. 

operation gone bad!!
One can only imagine the sight of this rig winding down the back roads of Johnson County, 

assistance of the Swisher/Shueyville, Iowa, Scout Troop #37 (see photo on the back cover). 
!e many trees were tied in groups of six and attached to large pipe ballasts in 16 locations 

!e last chapter of this project will unfold when the ice goes out this spring and the pipe 

plan, so bring yourself, a child, and your fishing poles, then settle in for a fine afternoon at a 



… Johnson County Heritage 
Trust fulfills its mission through the generosity of its members and 

of JCHT for not only lifetime gifts, but also as a part of your testamentary 

Pick a membership level and renew (or become a new member).
Student Member ____ !"#    Regular Member ____ !$%    Family Member ____ !&#

Sustaining Member ____ !%#  Sponsor ____ !"##     Benefactor ____ !$%# 
Heritage Keeper ____ !%## or more 

JCHT
P.O. Box 2523
Iowa City, IA 52244

'If you are not up to 
date with your JCHT 
membership  please make 
your annual pledge now to 
continue to receive  HERITAGE 
and the other benefits of 
JCHT membership. Feel 
free to share this publication 
with your friends!

Boy Scout Troop #37 at Belgum Grove, photo taken by Scout Master, Mike Matthews


