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Bur Oak Land Trust: Protecting the last wild places in and around Johnson County … one acre at a time. 

Seth Somerville 

5,595       

volunteer 

hours          

reported.    

Up from 4,200 

for 2015.   

Thank you! 

What’s in store for 2017 

   Continue to expand our endowment to ensure perpetuity 

   Increase number of managed and protected acres 

   Boost our reach through social media 

   Develop outreach relationships with financial advisors, health care providers, and          
 more conservation organizations 

   Further promote volunteer opportunities and connections 

 Geocaching: Today’s treasure hunting 

What could be better than going on a hike, breathing in the fresh air, finding natural treasures like bluebells and morel 

mushrooms, and then using your GPS (Global Positioning System) device to find your first geocache? So what's      

geocaching, you ask? It's an inclusive, fun, and increasingly popular activity for everyone and is especially fun to do as a 

group – family, friends, classes, you name it. All you need is a hand-held GPS to guide you to your destination. This 

year was Bur Oak Land Trust's first year to put geocaches out on our properties. So far we have 13 geocaches at Big 

Grove Preserve, Pappy Dickens Preserve, and Turkey Creek Preserve and as of year-end we've had 258 geocache 

visits to those 13 sites! Stay tuned for more geocaches in 2017. 

Susan Spears 

2016 AmeriCorps NCCC Maple 3 team 

Keep close to Nature's heart. 

Break clear away, once in a 

while, and climb a mountain 

or spend a week in the 

woods. Wash your spirit 

clean. – John Muir  

Staff: 

 2016 YEAR IN REVIEW 
 

Looking forward after a            
successful campaign 
2016 marked the start of our 38th year protecting and conserving land in and around 

Johnson County – and what a year! We had a tremendous start by initiating our $700,000 

Conserve. Protect. Grow. capital campaign for the purchase of 40 additional acres      

adjacent to our 40-acre Big Grove property and for the continued sound stewardship of all 

Bur Oak Land Trust properties. To ensure a successful campaign, Maureen Marron,   

dedicated capital campaign volunteer intern, joined Bur Oak Land Trust to research, write, 

and submit grants, encourage the campaign steering committee in their goal to acquire 

monetary support, and keep everyone apprised of the campaign's progress. To date 29 

grants have been submitted for a requested amount of $649,591 with receipt of 11 grants 

totaling $62,762. The purpose of these grants include purchasing tool kits, planting trees, 

milkweed, and prairie seed, building trails, and removing invasive species – all  important 

components of successful, ongoing land stewardship. Maureen's efforts, along with all 

involved in this important work, have been instrumental in the success of this  campaign. 

Through the end of December we have raised $659,057 in gifts and pledges. 

Good food – good for the 
land 
Children laughing, bees humming, a creek gurgling. These are the sights 

and sounds of the wide open spaces protected by Bur Oak Land Trust. 

Open to the public, these spaces are what creates a healthy community full 

of peace and natural beauty. These are the places that can refresh the soul. 

And one way to help fund the sound, ongoing stewardship of these lands 

and share Bur Oak Land Trust's mission is to partner with local restaurants 

for share the profit community nights. In 2016 we partnered with 8          

restaurants for 10 share the profit nights and raised almost $1,400. Keep an 

eye out for more share the profit community nights in 2017 – enjoy great 

local food and support land conservation at the same time! 

 January 2017 

Social media highlight: 

      

Featured in Iowa  

Environmental Council 

“Meet our Members” – how 

Bur Oak Land Trust is  

creating a safer, healthier, 

and more sustainable  

Iowa. 
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THANK YOU TO OUR EVENT SPONSORS! 

 

Thank you for 
making 2016 
Bur Oak Land 
Trust’s most 
successful year 
yet! As we     
approach 40 
years of the 
founding of this 
organization, 
we know we 
couldn’t be 
where we are 
without our 
amazingly   
supportive   
volunteers, 
board, and 
staff. We look 
forward to an 
even better 
2017 as we  
continue our      
mission to   
conserve and 
protect the   
natural areas of 
Johnson and 
surrounding 
counties for   
future             
generations. 
Happy New Year!  

Turkey Creek Preserve 

A year of highlights 
 10-member AmeriCorps team with 1,608 hours of work, 4 acres cleared, and   

   4,325 pounds of invasive species removed 

 Staff hours increased for all Bur Oak Land Trust employees 

 GuideStar Platinum status – the highest GuideStar transparency rating 

 First truck and trailer purchase – for transporting workers and hauling tools to   

  and from properties and to increase work efficiency by reducing loading and      

  unloading times 

 50 volunteer hours cleaning the office from The Mentoring Network, which     

  works with intellectually and developmentally disabled people 

 United Nations Environment Programme Shaping Forests photo submission.   

  This was an opportunity to share the work Bur Oak Land Trust is doing to a   

  world-wide audience – the winning photos were on display in Marrakech,       

  Morocco, in UN COP22 November conference. 

 Second place and national attention with Land Trust Alliance ‘Land is My …’    

  video contest submission by two dedicated conservationists 

 Facebook Likes increased to 720, a 64% increase 

Tammy Wright, Executive Director 


