
Heritage
Johnson County Heritage Trust 

Environmental Journal
january 2013



�e Johnson County Heritage Trust 
preserves our natural heritage through pro-
tecting and managing land and water with 
signi�cant environment value.

board of directors
Mark Madsen, President
John Van Rybroek, Vice-President
Sharyn Huriaux Reitz, Treasurer
Liz Maas, Secretary
Holly Carver
Dave Collins
David Dierks
Je� Dorale
Michelle Falko�
James Fluck
Chris Mottinger
Brenda Nations
Judy Nauseef
Linda Petersen
Mark Vitosh

To become a member, sign up for volunteer 
work, make a contribution, or �nd out more 
about JCHT, contact

JCHT
320 Kirkwood Avenue, Suite 2
P.O. Box 2523
Iowa City IA 52244-2523
Phone: 319/338-7030, fax: 319/341-2228
E-mail: info@jcht.org
Website: www.jcht.org
Visit us on Facebook!

President’s Column
by Mark Madsen

it is hard to believe that another year has 
ended and a new year is fast upon us. Although 
much of the time and e�ort of the board of direc-
tors and the executive director have been focused 
on accreditation, this did not deter us from 
creating another full year of successful events that 
included our spring membership drive, Prairie 
Preview XXIX, the board alumni event, family days at Turkey Creek and Belgum 
Grove, the annual meeting, Under a Cider Moon . . . A Celebration of Autumn, 
and the newly begun JCHT-sponsored �eld trips. JCHT also provided informa-
tion to the public about our organization at a number of venues, including the 
UI Volunteer Fair, the Pelican Festival at Hawkeye Wildlife Area, the Iowa City 
Farmers Market, the Iowa City/Johnson County Senior Center, and the Iowa 
City–Old Capitol Kiwanis club. None of this would have been possible without 
the dedicated e�ort of Executive Director Tammy Richardson and a large number 
of energetic and enthusiastic volunteers. �anks so very much! 

As we look toward 2013, we will be engaged in generating a new strategic plan 
to guide JCHT through the next �ve years. As part of this process, we will review 
all aspects of the organization, including our mission, development, bylaws and 
articles of incorporation, committee structure, conservation planning, and role in 
the community. We have been fortunate in securing support from both the Upper 
Mississippi River Land Trust Excellence Program and an anonymous donor for 
a consultant to facilitate the strategic planning process. Although this activity 
will be driven by the board of directors, we welcome input from all members and 
stakeholders who are interested in the future of JCHT and its advancement of our 
mission to preserve our natural heritage.

We also invite you to participate in our standing committees: Property Man-
agers, Land Acquisition and Protection, Resource Development, Publicity, and 
Governance, Insurance, and Investment. �ere are opportunities to serve on most 
of these committees, and this is an excellent way to become better acquainted with 
the operation and leadership of JCHT. If you have an interest in any of these com-
mittees or any of the other activities listed above, please contact me or Tammy and 
we will be happy to answer all your questions. 

Best wishes for the New Year!

A Note on the Cover by Lon Drake
One of the joys of being outdoors daily is 
witnessing such ephemeral sky phenomena as 
crystalline sun dogs, rainbowed lunar halos, 
long-tailed shooting stars, the aurora borealis, 
and of course sunrises and sunsets. One of my 
favorite sunsets appeared nearly a decade ago, 
created by a large cloud that boiled up out of 
the eastern horizon so quickly that I wondered 
whether the Burlington ammunition factory 
had exploded. Its colors began in delicate 
pinks, gauzy mauves, and dilute watercolors. 

But as the sun slipped further below the 
western horizon, the colors intensi�ed to a 
dense reddish orange resembling glowing 
coals against the indigo sky. And like the 
spent embers of your camp�re, they faded to 
ash gray before disappearing in the darkness. 
�e water in the foreground shadows is our 
home pond in western Johnson County. 
We are fortunate here, on the prairie-forest 
ecotone, to have both intimate woodlands 
and big-sky landscapes.
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Executive Director’s Report
by Tammy Richardson

hello, jcht members and friends! We 
at Johnson County Heritage Trust hope that you 
had a great 2012, and we wish you all a very suc-
cessful and prosperous 2013. I was blessed to be 
able to attend Rally 2012, the National Land Con-
servation Conference, in Salt Lake City last fall—
how amazing it is to be part of the conservation 
movement. I feel honored and blessed to have the opportunity to be surrounded 
by such happy and hopeful individuals who are truly making a di
erence in our 
world. 	ank you for giving me this opportunity and for all that you do to further 
the mission of Johnson County Heritage Trust.

Prairie Preview XXX is in the planning stages, yes, that’s thirty years, folks, and 
I am delighted to announce that botanist and photographer 	omas Rosburg will 
be our key speaker. 	e date is 	ursday, March 7, at Parkview Church in Iowa 
City, and sponsorship opportunities are available. 

Tom Rosburg is professor of biology at Drake University and author of, most 
recently, Trees in Your Pocket: A Guide to Trees of the Upper Midwest. He has 
received the Prairie Advocate Award from the Iowa Prairie Network, the Gover-
nor’s Iowa Environmental Excellence Award, the Loess Hills Preservation Society 
Special Recognition Award, and the Iowa Chapter of the Sierra Club’s Environ-
mental Educator Award. He is the photographer of new editions of Wild�owers 
of the Tallgrass Prairie: �e Upper Midwest and the forthcoming Wild�owers and 
Other Plants of Iowa Wetlands. Tom’s perspective on native tallgrass prairies will 
resonate with our JCHT community: “I can actually feel some sense that this is 
the land the way it was, and these plants are descendants of plants that have always 
been here, and it’s just an awesome feeling . . . to feel that you’re on a piece of na-
tive ground, and there’s just something about that that restores one’s spirit.”

 JCHT is a growing organization full of vital and dedicated individuals who are 
valuable beyond measure. Feel free to visit the o�ce anytime or contact me by phone 
or e-mail with your questions or concerns. I look forward to talking with you!

Upcoming Events 8

Visit www.jcht.org for updated information about 
these and other events.

JCHT’s nature walks move indoors to become 
nature talks for the winter. Bring your lunch to the 
State Historical Society of Iowa, Iowa City, at noon 
to join in these conversations: 

Connie Mutel, “Iowa’s Land, Water, and Air: 
A Writer’s Perspective,” Wednesday, January 23 

Wayne Petersen, “Urban Water Management,” 
Wednesday, February 20

Prairie Preview XXX  	omas Rosburg, Parkview 
Church, Iowa City, 	ursday, March 7 

Annual meeting  North Ridge Pavilion, Coralville, 
Friday, April 19

Celebrate Earth Day on April 22! In conjunction 
with Earth Day, Active Endeavors partners with 
Patagonia; for every pair of Patagonia footware 
sold, JCHT receives $20. 

Family Day Turkey Creek Preserve, Sunday, May 19

linda petersen’s volunteer efforts have 
focused on conservation as well as women’s health 
care and education, including Nest of Johnson County, 
Willowwind School, and Johnson County SART, for 
the last four decades. Her experience helping to recon-
struct native ecosystems at Belgum Grove—working 
with understory removal, burn crews, and educational 
outings—has heightened her interest in preserving 
and restoring the remnants of our native ecosystems. 
A provider of health care to women for the past thirty 
years, she is currently a nurse practitioner at OB-GYN 
Associates in Cedar Rapids.

Introducing JCHT Board Member Linda Petersen avid environmentalist Dave Collins 
brings forty years of marketing experience 
to the JCHT board. A passionate advocate 
for preserving our natural world, Dave has 
committed his professional life to teaching 
sustainable marketing practices to stu-
dents and helping environmental NGOs 
such as the Yellowstone Association obtain 
the resources needed to achieve their 
goals. When not teaching at UI’s Tippie 
College of Business, Dave spends summers 
in Colorado working as a �y-�shing guide 
and winter breaks in Yellowstone National 
Park studying wolves and wolf behavior.

Introducing JCHT 
Board Member 
Dave Collins



�e Johnson County Heritage Trust 
preserves our natural heritage through pro-
tecting and managing land and water with 
signi�cant environment value.

board of directors
Mark Madsen, President
John Van Rybroek, Vice-President
Sharyn Huriaux Reitz, Treasurer
Liz Maas, Secretary
Holly Carver
Dave Collins
David Dierks
Je� Dorale
Michelle Falko�
James Fluck
Chris Mottinger
Brenda Nations
Judy Nauseef
Linda Petersen
Mark Vitosh

To become a member, sign up for volunteer 
work, make a contribution, or �nd out more 
about JCHT, contact

JCHT
320 Kirkwood Avenue, Suite 2
P.O. Box 2523
Iowa City IA 52244-2523
Phone: 319/338-7030, fax: 319/341-2228
E-mail: info@jcht.org
Website: www.jcht.org
Visit us on Facebook!

President’s Column
by Mark Madsen

it is hard to believe that another year has 
ended and a new year is fast upon us. Although 
much of the time and e�ort of the board of direc-
tors and the executive director have been focused 
on accreditation, this did not deter us from 
creating another full year of successful events that 
included our spring membership drive, Prairie 
Preview XXIX, the board alumni event, family days at Turkey Creek and Belgum 
Grove, the annual meeting, Under a Cider Moon . . . A Celebration of Autumn, 
and the newly begun JCHT-sponsored �eld trips. JCHT also provided informa-
tion to the public about our organization at a number of venues, including the 
UI Volunteer Fair, the Pelican Festival at Hawkeye Wildlife Area, the Iowa City 
Farmers Market, the Iowa City/Johnson County Senior Center, and the Iowa 
City–Old Capitol Kiwanis club. None of this would have been possible without 
the dedicated e�ort of Executive Director Tammy Richardson and a large number 
of energetic and enthusiastic volunteers. �anks so very much! 

As we look toward 2013, we will be engaged in generating a new strategic plan 
to guide JCHT through the next �ve years. As part of this process, we will review 
all aspects of the organization, including our mission, development, bylaws and 
articles of incorporation, committee structure, conservation planning, and role in 
the community. We have been fortunate in securing support from both the Upper 
Mississippi River Land Trust Excellence Program and an anonymous donor for 
a consultant to facilitate the strategic planning process. Although this activity 
will be driven by the board of directors, we welcome input from all members and 
stakeholders who are interested in the future of JCHT and its advancement of our 
mission to preserve our natural heritage.

We also invite you to participate in our standing committees: Property Man-
agers, Land Acquisition and Protection, Resource Development, Publicity, and 
Governance, Insurance, and Investment. �ere are opportunities to serve on most 
of these committees, and this is an excellent way to become better acquainted with 
the operation and leadership of JCHT. If you have an interest in any of these com-
mittees or any of the other activities listed above, please contact me or Tammy and 
we will be happy to answer all your questions. 

Best wishes for the New Year!

A Note on the Cover by Lon Drake
One of the joys of being outdoors daily is 
witnessing such ephemeral sky phenomena as 
crystalline sun dogs, rainbowed lunar halos, 
long-tailed shooting stars, the aurora borealis, 
and of course sunrises and sunsets. One of my 
favorite sunsets appeared nearly a decade ago, 
created by a large cloud that boiled up out of 
the eastern horizon so quickly that I wondered 
whether the Burlington ammunition factory 
had exploded. Its colors began in delicate 
pinks, gauzy mauves, and dilute watercolors. 

But as the sun slipped further below the 
western horizon, the colors intensi�ed to a 
dense reddish orange resembling glowing 
coals against the indigo sky. And like the 
spent embers of your camp�re, they faded to 
ash gray before disappearing in the darkness. 
�e water in the foreground shadows is our 
home pond in western Johnson County. 
We are fortunate here, on the prairie-forest 
ecotone, to have both intimate woodlands 
and big-sky landscapes.

Johnson County
Heritage Trust|

www.jcht.orgi

Executive Director’s Report
by Tammy Richardson

hello, jcht members and friends! We 
at Johnson County Heritage Trust hope that you 
had a great 2012, and we wish you all a very suc-
cessful and prosperous 2013. I was blessed to be 
able to attend Rally 2012, the National Land Con-
servation Conference, in Salt Lake City last fall—
how amazing it is to be part of the conservation 
movement. I feel honored and blessed to have the opportunity to be surrounded 
by such happy and hopeful individuals who are truly making a di
erence in our 
world. 	ank you for giving me this opportunity and for all that you do to further 
the mission of Johnson County Heritage Trust.

Prairie Preview XXX is in the planning stages, yes, that’s thirty years, folks, and 
I am delighted to announce that botanist and photographer 	omas Rosburg will 
be our key speaker. 	e date is 	ursday, March 7, at Parkview Church in Iowa 
City, and sponsorship opportunities are available. 

Tom Rosburg is professor of biology at Drake University and author of, most 
recently, Trees in Your Pocket: A Guide to Trees of the Upper Midwest. He has 
received the Prairie Advocate Award from the Iowa Prairie Network, the Gover-
nor’s Iowa Environmental Excellence Award, the Loess Hills Preservation Society 
Special Recognition Award, and the Iowa Chapter of the Sierra Club’s Environ-
mental Educator Award. He is the photographer of new editions of Wild�owers 
of the Tallgrass Prairie: �e Upper Midwest and the forthcoming Wild�owers and 
Other Plants of Iowa Wetlands. Tom’s perspective on native tallgrass prairies will 
resonate with our JCHT community: “I can actually feel some sense that this is 
the land the way it was, and these plants are descendants of plants that have always 
been here, and it’s just an awesome feeling . . . to feel that you’re on a piece of na-
tive ground, and there’s just something about that that restores one’s spirit.”

 JCHT is a growing organization full of vital and dedicated individuals who are 
valuable beyond measure. Feel free to visit the o�ce anytime or contact me by phone 
or e-mail with your questions or concerns. I look forward to talking with you!

Upcoming Events 8

Visit www.jcht.org for updated information about 
these and other events.

JCHT’s nature walks move indoors to become 
nature talks for the winter. Bring your lunch to the 
State Historical Society of Iowa, Iowa City, at noon 
to join in these conversations: 

Connie Mutel, “Iowa’s Land, Water, and Air: 
A Writer’s Perspective,” Wednesday, January 23 

Wayne Petersen, “Urban Water Management,” 
Wednesday, February 20

Prairie Preview XXX  	omas Rosburg, Parkview 
Church, Iowa City, 	ursday, March 7 

Annual meeting  North Ridge Pavilion, Coralville, 
Friday, April 19

Celebrate Earth Day on April 22! In conjunction 
with Earth Day, Active Endeavors partners with 
Patagonia; for every pair of Patagonia footware 
sold, JCHT receives $20. 

Family Day Turkey Creek Preserve, Sunday, May 19

linda petersen’s volunteer efforts have 
focused on conservation as well as women’s health 
care and education, including Nest of Johnson County, 
Willowwind School, and Johnson County SART, for 
the last four decades. Her experience helping to recon-
struct native ecosystems at Belgum Grove—working 
with understory removal, burn crews, and educational 
outings—has heightened her interest in preserving 
and restoring the remnants of our native ecosystems. 
A provider of health care to women for the past thirty 
years, she is currently a nurse practitioner at OB-GYN 
Associates in Cedar Rapids.

Introducing JCHT Board Member Linda Petersen avid environmentalist Dave Collins 
brings forty years of marketing experience 
to the JCHT board. A passionate advocate 
for preserving our natural world, Dave has 
committed his professional life to teaching 
sustainable marketing practices to stu-
dents and helping environmental NGOs 
such as the Yellowstone Association obtain 
the resources needed to achieve their 
goals. When not teaching at UI’s Tippie 
College of Business, Dave spends summers 
in Colorado working as a �y-�shing guide 
and winter breaks in Yellowstone National 
Park studying wolves and wolf behavior.

Introducing JCHT 
Board Member 
Dave Collins



Property Steward’s Report
by Jake Hart

the past few months have been incredibly busy. We have been working to 
complete two outstanding Environmental Quality Incentives Program contracts 
for Shimek Ravine and O’Mara-Newport Woods. A�er a few more really produc-
tive work days at O’Mara-Newport, we should be �nished soon.

We received a whole day’s worth of volunteering from sta� at United Natural 
Foods, a distributor of organic foods located in Iowa City. �ey volunteer twice 
a year in the community and gave us a try this year. I think it worked out really 
well, and we hope to have them back again next year. �eir aid along with that of 
several other volunteers helped us complete the work we needed to do at Shimek, 
and it is signi�cantly improved. On November 17, a volunteer crew burned a small 
portion of the Shimek cleared area. Prescribed �re will continue to be used here 
to encourage the dominance of native species and to better manage the invasive 
species that are present.

We received another grant from the Johnson County Community Founda-
tion that will help us secure Conservation Corps Iowa members to come out and 
help next year. We hope to have CCI out for a week, which will really help. We 
have also applied for more EQIP funding to o�set some of the management costs 
scheduled for next year. We have a lot scheduled for next year, and I am con�dent 
we will get it all done. We have had many di�erent groups and individual volun-
teers step up this year, and I am very grateful for their help. �ey have allowed us 
to accomplish a great deal, and I hope they will all be back soon. 

I would also like to say thanks to all those who helped create, fund, and 
encourage my position. I was very grateful to learn that there would be enough 
funding for two additional years. I have really enjoyed my time here. �e more I 
have gotten to know the areas and the people of this organization, the more I have 
grown to love it even more. �anks again, and try to make time to get out to one 
of the properties that you are helping to preserve.

How to Support JCHT 8
Johnson County Heritage Trust ful�lls its mis-
sion solely through the generosity of its mem-
bers and donors. We appreciate and respect 
every gi�. Please think of giving to JCHT for 
today and for tomorrow, for your children and 
for your community, for the well-being of the 
land and of its citizens.

JCHT members receive the Heritage maga-
zine three times a year as well as invitations to 
special events and information about volun-
teer opportunities. Annual memberships are 
tailored to �t every budget: student member 
$10, regular member $30, family member $50, 
sustaining member $100, benefactor $250, 
heritage keeper $500 or more.

You can give to JCHT in many ways: one-
time donations, gi�s through your employer’s 
matching-gi� program, testamentary and 
planned giving, and memorial and honorary 
gi�s. Recurring donations in the form of a 
monthly pledge give us the stable base that we 
need to work e�ectively. 

For example, since coming on board as 
JCHT’s �rst property steward specialist, Jake 
Hart has organized monthly workdays at 
each of the JCHT properties, cut mountains 
of brush, cleared trails, mowed and sprayed 
and watered throughout the hot summer, pur-
chased and maintained equipment, conducted 
burns, harvested seed, composed manage-
ment plans for each property, and worked 
extensively with property managers and vol-
unteers. �anks to the success of our property 
stewardship campaign, we have the ability to 
fund Jake’s position for two more years.

Executive Director Tammy Richardson 
would be happy to talk with you about any of 
these options; contact her at 319/338-7030 or 
info@jcht.org.

Autumn at Belgum Grove. 
Photo by Lain Adkins.

Shimek burn. Photo by Liz Maas.

Nancy Seiberling
by Jean Lloyd-Jones

when nancy seiberling and her husband, Frank, moved to Iowa City in 
1959, they must have shuddered at the dowdy look of the town. Frank had just 
become chair of the University of Iowa’s Art Department, and Nancy needed no 
invitation to start educating the citizens about the potential beauty all around us. 

I �rst met her when she came to a United Nations Association meeting at my 
house. We were trying to �gure out how to raise $5,000 to help pay for a refugee 
house in Austria. Nancy proposed a tour of homes. �e board members looked 
at one another in disbelief. Surely nobody would pay to tour homes in Iowa City. 
�ere were no architectural masterpieces here. But Nancy had already chosen 
the six homes, each representing a di�erent decade in Iowa City history, and four 
months later the �rst annual tour of homes was a smashing success. She taught us 
to appreciate the gems in our midst. 

Soon a
er that, she and Gretchen Harshbarger teamed up to start Project 
GREEN. Over the years, in partnership with the city of Iowa City and with the 
help of hundreds of volunteers, that organization has restored the Iowa Avenue 
medians, beautifully landscaped the entrances to Iowa City, helped with the 
design of the ped mall and countless other projects, and planted and catalogued 
thousands of trees. While accomplishing all this, Nancy hosted receptions and 
dinners, entertained dancers and writers, and advocated for world peace and 
urban renewal.

One day Nancy said to me, “We need a land preservation trust in Johnson 
County!” I must confess that my �rst impulse was similar to that of the UNA 
members: “We don’t have any ecologically valuable land worth preserving. And 
where would we �nd the money to buy land and preserve it in perpetuity?” Nancy 
had answers for every question. She already had some choice land in mind, she 
had people in mind for the initial board, and in a short time the Johnson County 
Heritage Trust had become a reality. 

Nancy’s eye for beauty and her passion for preserving the environment have 
had an impact on our community far be-
yond the ability of any of us to measure. I 
am pleased to learn that the JCHT board 
has established a donor category in her 
name. Everyone who joins the Nancy 
Seiberling Circle will honor Nancy by 
helping future generations see the beauty 
of our Johnson County landscapes. 

Shimek burn. Photo by Liz Maas.

Nancy (le�) with sisters Becca and DJ, 
ca. 1980. Photo by Frank Seiberling, Jr.

Announcing the 
Nancy Seiberling Circle 

johnson county heritage trust 
has ventured into new territory with the 
creation of the Nancy Seiberling Circle to 
honor one of our far-sighted and amazing 
founders. �e Nancy Seiberling Circle is 
comprised of very dedicated individuals 
who have agreed to contribute $1,000 per 
year or more to further our mission to 
preserve our natural heritage 

Charter members of the Seiberling 
Circle are Kathie Belgum, Don Bolin and 
Liz Hall, Holly Carver and Lain Adkins, 
Laurie and Terry Dahms, David and Sally 
Dierks, James Fluck and Julie Scott, Tom 
and Becky Gelman, Jix and Jean Lloyd-
Jones, Liz and Ryan Maas, Mark and Judy 
Madsen, Jane McCune, Connie and Bob 
Mutel, Judy and Bill Nauseef, Sharyn and 
John Reitz, Bob and Hutha Sayre, Dick 
Schwab and Katherine Burford, Mark and 
Mary Ellen Stinski, Kristin Summerwill, 
and Jean and John Van Rybroek. 

If you are interested in joining this 
group of committed individuals, please 
contact Executive Director Tammy Rich-
ardson at 319/338-7030 or info@jcht.org.
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creation of the Nancy Seiberling Circle to 
honor one of our far-sighted and amazing 
founders. �e Nancy Seiberling Circle is 
comprised of very dedicated individuals 
who have agreed to contribute $1,000 per 
year or more to further our mission to 
preserve our natural heritage 

Charter members of the Seiberling 
Circle are Kathie Belgum, Don Bolin and 
Liz Hall, Holly Carver and Lain Adkins, 
Laurie and Terry Dahms, David and Sally 
Dierks, James Fluck and Julie Scott, Tom 
and Becky Gelman, Jix and Jean Lloyd-
Jones, Liz and Ryan Maas, Mark and Judy 
Madsen, Jane McCune, Connie and Bob 
Mutel, Judy and Bill Nauseef, Sharyn and 
John Reitz, Bob and Hutha Sayre, Dick 
Schwab and Katherine Burford, Mark and 
Mary Ellen Stinski, Kristin Summerwill, 
and Jean and John Van Rybroek. 

If you are interested in joining this 
group of committed individuals, please 
contact Executive Director Tammy Rich-
ardson at 319/338-7030 or info@jcht.org.



Under a Cider Moon . . . A Celebration of Autumn
by Holly Carver

inside the well-named Celebration Barn on October 
19, all was warm and bright for the sixth annual Cider Moon 
evening. Pumpkins and gourds and all the asters and golden-
rods and sun�owers remaining in Val Cool’s and my gardens 
enhanced the tables in addition to Val’s collection of dried 
grasses and silk �owers. Decorated pumpkins, conversations 
merging with the music from the Guy Drollinger Trio, huge 
white lanterns hanging from the domed ceiling, clusters of food 
and drink tables: all felt like the best-ever Halloween celebra-
tion at Hogwarts. Guests gathered by the welcome warmth of 
the �replace, haunted the wine and beer tables (thanks to �rst-
timer Teresa Albert from Millstream Brewing Company), made 
the piles of cheese and fruit and pork disappear (excellent job, 
Hy-Vee), circled the silent auction tables to monitor their bids, 
outbid each other during the live auction, and competed for 
sweets during the dessert auction. As always the Cider Moon 
Team made the evening �ow smoothly. Carol Mennenga, 
Sharon Lust, Rosanne Cook, and Deb Pullin–VanAuken are 
awesome: organized, good-natured, and collegial. No wonder 
the board gave them a certi�cate of appreciation this year for 
their “extraordinary e�ort and outstanding service.”

�is is not to say that the evening was a stunning success 
�nancially, however rewarding it was in every other way. For 
whatever reason—the economy, the weather, the elections—we 
did not quite reach our budgeted goal. First and foremost, Ci-
der Moon is a fundraiser to support JCHT, and we always want 
to be sure to make the most of the evening. �e Cider Moon 
committee would welcome your suggestions for next year’s 
celebration. Please contact Tammy Richardson at 319/338-7030 
or info@jcht.org.

About Our New Design
JCHT owes a huge debt of gratitude to the designers and compositors 
who have brought you Heritage over the years: Steve Semken, Jeannie 
Deschamps, and Lori Lindner have devoted countless hours to creat-
ing our environmental journal. Now Sara Sauers has donated her time 
and talent to redesigning the �rst issue of 2013. Many thanks to you all!

Family Day at Belgum Grove 
by Lon Drake

on september 16, families with young children gathered 
for an a�ernoon of immersion in nature and the conserva-
tion ethic at Belgum Grove. Liz Maas walked several groups 
into the north side prairie planting, leading discussions and 
demos of seeds and �owers, bugs and birds, and how the 
ecosystem works. �e creek was dry, so most families just 
scampered across and didn’t wait for Dan Black to bring up 
the hay rack. Valerie Cool and Mark Müller were waiting with 
scoop nets on the edge of the pond so kids could study the 
smaller aquatic denizens, while those with Je� Dorale hunted 
grasshoppers to �sh for bass and bluegills. Down below in the 
new wetland, now dry enough to walk around in, the children 
planted sod chunks of sweet �ag, supervised by Lon Drake. By 
mid a�ernoon people were scattered all about and Dan later 
drove the hayrack around to gather the troops, although some 
chose not to leave on such a gorgeous day. �ere were about 
thirty of us, including Kathie Belgum, who seemed amused 
and pleased by the enthusiasm of the children. With regular 
e�ort on our part, we can help maintain this enthusiasm until 
the kids are old enough to grab the baton and run with it. �e 
future is here.

Recent Events 8 Announcing the Bur Oak Legacy Society

Bur oaks through the seasons. Photos and back cover art by Mark Müller.

Conservation is forever. Please consider a lasting gi.
Named to honor Iowa’s signature native oak, with its widespread branches 

and deep taproot, the Bur Oak Legacy Society is a group of loyal JCHT sup-
porters who have made a permanent commitment to land protection. Bur Oak 
Legacy members have created thoughtful, lasting legacies through a variety of 
estate-planning tools, including bequests in a will or trust, charitable gi� annui-
ties, charitable remainder annuity trusts, IRA designations, �nancial accounts, 
retirement plans, and life insurance policies. Your planned giving can support 
speci�c projects or JCHT as a whole.

If you would like to join this dedicated group of conservationists, contact 
Executive Director Tammy Richardson at 319/338-7030 or info@jcht.org. 

 “I prefer to focus on what I can do here, 
in Iowa, my home. That’s why I am 
increasingly emphasizing Johnson 
County Heritage Trust in my gi giving. 
With JCHT’s e�orts to preserve natural 
lands and manage their best native 
traits for posterity, I feel that I am 
helping to create a healthy environ-
ment and a beautiful landscape for all 
those people—and all other animals 
and plants—who will live here in the 
centuries to come.”—Connie Mutel
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Happy New Year from your friends at JCHT! 


